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First transshipment of a GDF SUEZ’s LNG cargo 
at the Montoir-de-Bretagne terminal of Elengy 

 

 
15 April 2014  

 
GDF SUEZ announces the transshipment of a liquefied natural gas cargo at the 
Montoir–de-Bretagne LNG terminal. The liquefied natural gas, originating from the 
Snøhvit liquefaction plant in Norway, will be shipped to Montoir-de-Bretagne, where it 
will then be transshipped to a second LNG tanker that will deliver the cargo to the end 
customer in Asia. The two vessels are under short and medium-term charters from 
NYK, the ship owner and GDF SUEZ partner since 2004.  
 
The contract for this transshipment service has enabled GDF SUEZ to optimize 
management of its maritime transport capacity by chartering one vessel, the Grace 
Dahlia, on a short-term basis for the first leg of the route, while using the Grace 
Barleria, a medium-term charter vessel in its fleet, for the second leg.  
 
This transshipment service offered by the LNG terminal operator Elengy, a GDF SUEZ 
subsidiary, makes use of existing conduits for a direct link between the two docking 
platforms. The LNG can therefore be transferred directly from one vessel to another 
without passing through a shore-based storage facility. The Group thus benefits from 
Elengy expertise gained from its early successes in conjunction with these new 
services. 
 
In a rapidly changing market, with new production zones developing in areas such as 
the Arctic, the United States and East Africa, commercial routes are becoming 
increasingly crowded. Maximizing the efficiency of LNG tanker fleets has become a 
major challenge. The transshipment possibilities offered by Elengy thus provide new 
flexibility to shippers, particularly the option to split large cargos into several smaller 
shipments or to change ships at mid-route between producer and consumer.   
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GDF SUEZ announces the transshipment of a liquefied natural gas cargo at the Montoir-de-Bretagne LNG 

terminal. The liquefied natural gas, originating from the Snøhvit liquefaction plant in Norway, was shipped to 

Montoir-de-Bretagne, where it was then transshipped to a second LNG tanker that will deliver the cargo to the 

end customer in Asia. The two vessels have been under short and medium-term charters from NYK, the ship 

owner and GDF SUEZ partner since 2004.  

 

The contract  for this transshipment service has enabled GDF SUEZ to optimize management of its shipping 

capacities by chartering one vessel, the Grace Dahlia, on a short-term basis for the first leg of the route, while 

using the Grace Barleria, a medium-term charter vessel in its fleet, for the second leg.  

 

This transshipment service offered by the LNG terminal operator Elengy, a GDF SUEZ subsidiary, makes use 

of existing pipelines that connect the two jetties directly. The LNG can therefore be transferred directly from 

one vessel to another, the transferred LNG being neither mixed nor stored in the terminal tanks. The Group 

thus benefits from Elengy expertise gained from its early successes in conjunction with these new services. 

 

In a rapidly changing market, with new production zones developing in areas such as the Arctic, the 

United States and East Africa, commercial routes are becoming increasingly crowded. Maximizing the 

efficiency of LNG tanker fleets has become a major challenge. The transshipment possibilities offered by 

Elengy thus provide new flexibility to shippers, particularly the option to split large cargos into several smaller 

shipments or to change ships at mid-route between producer and consumer.   

 

Moreover, GDF SUEZ benefits from its experience in Chile where it has successfully achieved 

transshipments through its subsidiary GNL Mejillones which is now recognized as one of the most 

experienced operator in this sector worldwide.  

 
 
About GDF SUEZ 

 
GDF SUEZ develops its businesses (power, natural gas, energy services) around a model based on responsible growth to take up 

today’s major energy and environmental challenges: meeting energy needs, ensuring the security of supply, fighting against climate 

change and maximizing the use of resources. The Group provides highly efficient and innovative solutions to individuals, cities and 

businesses by relying on diversified gas-supply sources, flexible and low-emission power generation as well as unique expertise in four 

key sectors: independent power production, liquefied natural gas, renewable energy and energy efficiency services.GDF SUEZ employs 

147,200 people worldwide and achieved revenues of €81,3 billion in 2013. The Group is listed on the Paris, Brussels and Luxembourg 

stock exchanges and is represented in the main international indices: CAC 40, BEL 20, DJ Euro Stoxx 50, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 

100, MSCI Europe and Euronext Vigeo (World 120, Eurozone 120, Europe 120 and France 20). 
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