
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Page 1 on 2 

The Board of Directors of GDF SUEZ appoints Isabelle Kocher  
as Director, Deputy CEO and Chief Operating Officer 

 

 

21 october 2014 

 

 

The Board of Directors of GDF SUEZ, chaired by Gérard Mestrallet, met on 21 October and received the 

unanimous recommendations made by the Nomination and Compensation Committee in preparation for the 

Group’s leadership transition. With the exception of a Director who did not take part in the vote, the Board co-

opted unanimously Isabelle Kocher as a Director and Board Member and appointed her as Deputy CEO of 

GDF SUEZ, replacing Jean-François Cirelli. 

 

These decisions will become effective on 12 November 2014. 

 

The Board of Directors and its Chairman also sought to emphasize the success of this rigorous and collective 

decision-making process, the goal of which was to serenely and with anticipation prepare Gérard Mestrallet’s 

succession. 

 

Gérard Mestrallet, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of GDF SUEZ, also appointed Isabelle Kocher as 

Chief Operating Officer. The five business line Executive Vice Presidents will report to her as well as three 

divisions: Major Projects, Action Plan and Group Performance, and Research & Technologies. 

 

Gérard Mestrallet also appointed Dirk Beeuwsaert, Executive Director and Vice Chairman of the Board of 

Electrabel, as Executive Vice President in charge of the Energy Europe business line. A new Chief Financial 

Officer will be appointed soon. 

 

The Board of Directors would like to thank Jean-François Cirelli for its key role since the merger between Gaz 

de France and Suez and his contribution to GDF SUEZ Group’s development, including the implementation 

of the new organization of the Energy Europe business line in a particularly difficult economic climate. 
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***** 

 
Isabelle Kocher is a graduate from Ecole Normale Supérieure, one of the most prestigious Ivy League French 
school. She holds a Postgraduate Certificate in Physics. Isabelle Kocher is a Graduate from the Corps des 
Mines Engineering School.  
 
Isabelle Kocher initiates her industrial experience between 1991 and 1997 by becoming Project Manager for 
the  reorganisation of production workshops within the Société Européenne de Propulsion. She will join as 
well between 1992 and 1993 the mergers and acquisitions department of the Compagnie Financière de 
Rothschild before becoming Director of the industrial inspection department at the Ile-de-France regional 
department of industry, research and environment division. 
 
From 1997 to 1999, Isabelle Kocher became Director of the postal and telecommunication budgets, followed 
by the defense budget at the French Budget Department. She will then be promoted as Industrial Affairs 
Advisor to the Prime Minister of France. 
 
Isabelle Kocher joined the SUEZ Group in 2002, then GDF SUEZ, within which she holds, since 12 years, 
functional and operational positions. Between 2002 and 2005, Isabelle Kocher is Vice President in charge of 
the strategic overview of the SUEZ Group and the strategic monitoring of Suez Environnement. She will 
become in 2005, Senior Vice President in charge of Performance and Organization programs before being 
promoted in 2007 Chief Operating Officer of Lyonnaise des Eaux (subsidiary of Suez Environnement). In 
2009 Isabelle Kocher becomes Managing Director of Lyonnaise des Eaux, as well as Executive Vice 
President in charge of the development of water activities in Europe within Suez Environnement.  
 
Since 2011, Isabelle Kocher is Chief Financial Officer of GDF SUEZ. She is a member of the board of 
Suez Environnement, International Power and AXA Group. Isabelle Kocher is married and has 5 children. 

 

 
 
About GDF SUEZ 

 
GDF SUEZ develops its businesses (power, natural gas, energy services) around a model based on responsible growth to take up 

today’s major energy and environmental challenges: meeting energy needs, ensuring the security of supply, fighting against climate 

change and maximizing the use of resources. The Group provides highly efficient and innovative solutions to individuals, cities and 

businesses by relying on diversified gas-supply sources, flexible and low-emission power generation as well as unique expertise in four 

key sectors: independent power production, liquefied natural gas, renewable energy and energy efficiency services. GDF SUEZ employs 

147,400 people worldwide and achieved revenues of €81.3 billion in 2013. The Group is listed on the Paris and Brussels stock 

exchanges and is represented in the main international indices: CAC 40, BEL 20, DJ Euro Stoxx 50, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 100, 

MSCI Europe and Euronext Vigeo (World 120, Eurozone 120, Europe 120 and France 20). 

 

 

 

 

GDF SUEZ CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 
Tour T1 – 1 place Samuel de Champlain – Faubourg de l’Arche - 92930 Paris La Défense cedex - France 
Tel. +33 (0)1 44 22 00 00 
GDF SUEZ - SA WITH CAPITAL OF €2,412,824,089 – RCS NANTERRE 542 107 651 
www.gdfsuez.com 

Press contact: 
Tel France : +33 (0)1 44 22 24 35 
Tel Belgium : +32 2 510 76 70 
E-Mail : gdfsuezpress@gdfsuez.com 
 

@gdfsuez 
 
 
 
 
 

Investors relations contact: 
Tel : +33 (0)1 44 22 66 29 
E-Mail : ir@gdfsuez.com 
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