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Reservoir Sun, OL Groupe and ENGIE join forces to 

provide solar power for the OL Vallée project 
 
Reservoir Sun and ENGIE are now lead partners in providing the OL Vallée project with 

access to solar energy. This innovative and sustainable undertaking includes the 

installation of solar facilities that will use a range of photovoltaic solutions to power the 

entire local ecosystem. It also involves an image partnership and a contribution to the 

Ma Chance Moi Aussi (A Chance For Me Too) organisation.  

 

 

 

Having joined the ‘Time for the Planet’ 

movement and in line with its strong 

environmental commitments, OL Groupe is 

demonstrating its desire to play an active 

role in sustainable development initiatives 

in its region. With the support of Reservoir 

Sun, a key player in solar self-supply, OL 

Groupe has created links with local 

projects initiated by the town of Décines, 

the city of Lyon and the Auvergne-Rhône-

Alpes region.  

 

It is anticipated that these various solar 

energy projects will position OL Vallée as a global benchmark for renewable energy in the 

world of sport and events. 

 

This long-term partnership was formalised at the Groupama Stadium on 8 January 2021 in the 
presence of:  

- Jean Michel Aulas, Chairman of OL Groupe 

- Jean-Pierre Clamadieu, Chairman of ENGIE’s Board of Directors and Chairman of the 

ENGIE Foundation  

- Mathieu Cambet, Chairman of Reservoir Sun 

- Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, All In Academy 

 

“From the time we built the stadium, we have prioritising the use of clean, sustainable energy. 
These photovoltaic projects meet the challenges of today whilst paving the way for those of 
tomorrow. This broad-based partnership with key players in the field of energy is directly 
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aligned with our duty to set an example when it comes to renewable energy and sustainable 
development.” 
Jean-Michel Aulas, Chairman of Olympique Lyonnais 
 
“ENGIE is proud of to partner Olympique Lyonnais in developing renewable energy and 
supporting the local voluntary sector. It is the Group’s firm intention to be a committed and 
responsible player in the energy sector in this region.” 
Jean-Pierre Clamadieu, Chairman of ENGIE’s Board of Directors and Chairman of the 
ENGIE Foundation  
 
“I am very proud and grateful for the confidence placed in Reservoir Sun by OL Groupe in 
establishing these different partnerships to promote the energy transition at OL Vallée. I truly 
believe that these solar self-supply projects will serve as an icon and send a strong message 
to future generations that it is possible to take practical local action, given a powerful vision 
and the will to achieve it. Sport is a great ally and vector in raising collective awareness of 
ecological issues.” 
Mathieu Cambet, Chairman of Reservoir Sun 

 

“I would like to thank Jean-Michel Aulas, who has helped us to develop the concept of the All 
In Academy at Décines-OL Valléé, which is compatible with the new challenges presented by 
renewable energy. The world is changing and we must now encourage every initiative to 
ensure sustainable management of our resources for future generations.” 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 

 

 

A technological partnership 

 

As part of the initial partnership, Reservoir Sun will provide solar energy for the property assets 
of OL Vallée, including the first four flagship projects: 
 

• The introduction of solar canopies in the Groupama Stadium carparks - these will help to 

improve visitor comfort whilst powering charging stations for electric vehicles. 

 

• The installation of photovoltaic panels on the roof of the Groupama OL Training Center, 

the mixed-gender training centre for the Olympique Lyonnais professional teams. 

 

• The development of a solar-panel roof for the future ‘All In Academy’ elite tennis training 

and coaching centre to be run by Jo-Wilfried Tsonga and Thierry Ascione in the south of 

the site. 

 

• The installation of solar panels on the future Arena, a multi-function hall for sporting and 

cultural events that will host EuroLeague basketball matches for ASVEL, the club chaired 

by Tony Parker. 
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The solar units will have a total installed capacity of about 10 MW and will cover an area of 

50,000 m², the equivalent of seven football pitches. This locally-produced carbon-free 

electricity, which equates to the annual energy consumption of 2,500 households, will meet 

some of the requirements of the Groupama Stadium and the Arena, and will save 164 metric 

tons of CO² per year. 

The training centre will provide some of the energy required by the Groupama Stadium through 

an innovative solution: solar self-supply. 

The arrangement whereby the facility produces and consumes its own energy will also be 

duplicated in the Arena. 

 
 
An image partnership 
 

The second aspect of the partnership will involve Reservoir Sun becoming the official “Solar 

Energy” sponsor of Olympique Lyonnais for three seasons, starting this year. This unique 

project will be showcased at Olympique Lyonnais matches, which will have the added 

advantage of raising public awareness of the three partners’ commitment to renewable energy. 

 

 

A partnership committed to common values 

 

Lastly, this partnership will also provide an opportunity for the OL and ENGIE Foundations to 

associate their values by jointly supporting the “Ma Chance Moi Aussi” organisation with the 

presentation of a cheque for €20,000. The organisation - which located to the Groupama 

Stadium in 2019 - supports the education of the most vulnerable children by working with 

schools and the town of Décines in three focus areas - educational support, life skills and social 

awareness. The partnership’s support comes at a time when the organisation’s financial 

resources have been severely impacted by the Covid-19 crisis. 

 

 

 

 
About OL: 

 

Olympique Lyonnais is a football club founded in 1950 that has been chaired by Jean-Michel Aulas since 1987. Its 

men’s team holds 21 titles (including a record seven consecutive French league titles), and once again qualified for 

the Semi-Finals of the UEFA Champions’ League in 2020, its 23rd consecutive season in a European competition. 

The Club’s women’s team has 32 titles to its name (14 consecutive French Championship titles, nine French 

Football Cup wins and seven UEFA Women’s Champions’ League titles, including the most recent five). 

This gender-balanced approach is also reflected in the establishment of the Club’s Academy, which caters for both 

men and women. 

The inauguration of its new stadium in January 2016 brought Olympique Lyonnais into line with other major 

European clubs by providing it with its own ultra-modern, multi-purpose facility, which is open all year round and 
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dovetails perfectly with the Club’s Full Entertainment strategy that encompasses sporting, artistic, cultural and 

corporate events. 

 

About ENGIE: 
 
We are a global group that leads the world in the provision of low-carbon energy and services. ENGIE’s purpose 

(“raison d’être”) is to act to accelerate the transition towards a carbon-neutral economy, through reduced energy 

consumption and more environmentally friendly solutions, reconciling economic performance with a positive impact 

on people and the planet. We use our expertise in our key business areas (gas, renewable energies, services) to 

provide our clients with competitive and bespoke solutions. Our 170,000 employees, clients, partners and 

stakeholders work together to form a community of Imaginative Builders, constantly striving to achieve more 

harmonious progress - worldwide.  

Turnover in 2019: €60.1 billion. The Group is listed on the Paris and Brussels Stock Exchanges (ENGI) and is 

represented in the main financial indices (CAC 40, DJ Euro Stoxx 50, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 100, MSCI 

Europe) and non-financial indices (DJSI World, DJSI Europe and Euronext Vigeo Eiris - World 120, Eurozone 120, 

Europe 120, France 20, CAC 40 Governance). 

 

 

About Reservoir Sun: 
 
Arising out of an alliance between energy company ENGIE and GreenYellow, a major operator in the energy 

transition, Reservoir Sun is the benchmark player in solar energy self-supply for businesses and local authorities. 

Reservoir Sun firmly believes that the future of energy production lies in self-supply through local, flexible, 

decentralised facilities located close to areas of consumption, and as such, aims to transform existing land into a 

source of green energy. This ‘short circuit’ approach will help to reduce the cost of both transporting and producing 

solar energy, thereby making it accessible to all and contributing to the economic development of regions and 

businesses. Being as close as possible to stakeholders, a presence in the field, understanding and anticipating 

requirements and providing bespoke solutions - these are all priority focus areas for Reservoir Sun at the moment. 

 

 

Press contacts: 
Olympique Lyonnais: Valérie Fontaine – vfontaine@ol.fr 
 
ENGIE: engiepress@engie.com 
Tel. France: +33 (0)1 44 22 24 35 
 
Reservoir Sun: Marie-Line Verne – marie-line.verne@reservoirsun.com 
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